
POSITION DESCRIPTION 

POSITION:    Zoo Horticulturalist- Seasonal Part-time  DATE:  February 13, 2019 

INCUMBENT:   

DEPARTMENT:   Parks & Recreation/Zoo  REPORTS TO:   Zoo Horticulturalist 

POSITION PURPOSE: 

Maintain the Zoo grounds by watering, weeding, mulching and fertilizing plant material. Help 

organize, plan, establish, and maintain all flower beds and landscaping to meet department goals 

and enhancement of the zoological grounds for the zoo guest experience. Reports to the  supervisor 

orally on the status of the landscaping activities throughout the zoo. Interacts with the public by 

answering questions. 

 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: 

The following list is intended to be a summary of the combined functions of the Seasonal Zoo 

Horticulturist position, and is not an inclusive list.  Additional functions may be required as 

necessary to meet the needs of the facility and management. 

 

As a Horticulturist: 

 

1.  Ability to help organize, plan, establish, and maintain Zoo flower beds and landscapes.  

(Frequent function). 

2.  Ability to operate and maintain proper horticultural equipment.  (Frequent function) 

3.  Ability to identify different plant species.  (Frequent function) 

4.  Ability to initiate and implement proper horticultural practices including irrigation, 

fertilization, weed control, planting, and pruning.  (Frequent function) 

5.  Must be able to analyze and solve problems. 

6.  Must use good judgment and patience when handling difficult situations and/or people. 

7.  Must have good dexterity and alertness when running and handling equipment. 

8.  Must be able to be creative and have a good aesthetic sense for visually appealing landscaping. 

 

Additional Position Functions: 

1. Ability to operate a motor vehicle and possess a valid Driver’s License.  (Frequent function)    

2. Ability to lift and carry objects over 50 pounds.  (Occasional function) 

3. Ability to work occasional weekends and summer holidays. (Occasional function) 

4. Ability to work in extreme temperatures and tolerate possible allergenic substances. (Frequent 

function) 
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5. Must have a good writing ability for written reports and correspondence. 

6. Ability to work with community service workers and instruct zoo volunteers assisting them. 

(Occasional function) 

7. Positive public relation skills to effectively communicate with general public and with staff.  

Must have a neat appearance and good mannerisms. (Daily)   

 

 

Essential Physical Functions & Environmental Demands 
In a typical eight hour day: 1-33% 34-66% 67-100% 

 Occasional  Frequent Continuous 

 Exposure Exposure Exposure 

Extreme Environmental Conditions     X 

Excessive noise/vibration X     

Fumes/Odors  X    

Dust/Dirt     X 

Gasses  X    

Chemical agents   X   

Controlled substances X      

Mechanical and/or electrical hazards  X    

Sharp tools/instruments   X   

Vicious animals   X    

Hot material X     

Fire hazards X     

Cramped quarters   X    

Heights X     

Lift/Carry       

Up to 10 lbs.     X 

10-20 lbs.     X 

21-50 lbs.   X   

51-100 lbs. X     

Over 100 lbs. X     

Pushing / Pulling       

Up to 10 lbs.     X 

10-20 lbs.     X 

21-50 lbs.   X   

51-100 lbs. X     

Over 100 lbs. X     

Climbing       

Ladder X     

Steps   X   

Other       
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In a typical eight hour day: 1-33% 34-66% 67-100% 

 Occasional  Frequent Continuous 

 Exposure Exposure Exposure 

Lower Extremities       

Squatting   X   

Crawling   X   

Kneeling   X   

Balancing  X    

Bending at waist   X   

Twisting  X    

Foot Movements       

Right   X    

Left   X    

Reaching       

At shoulder level     X 

Above shoulder level     X 

Below shoulder level     X 

Hand / Wrist Motions       

Grasping     X 

Repetitive    X  

Fine Manipulating  X    

Speaking Requirements     X 

Hearing Requirements     X 

Sight requirements       

20 inches or less     X 

20 feet or more     X 

Color Vision    X  

Other       

Sitting     X  

Standing     X 

Driving    X  

Walking    X  

Uneven terrain     X 

Personal Protective Equip.  X    

Pursue/run       

 

 

 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE, SKILL AND ABILITY: 
Knowledge of basic horticulture and landscaping practices.  Knowledge of basic plant 

identification.  Must be able to use basic gardening equipment and hand tools effectively. 
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Possession of or the ability to obtain within 90 days of employment, a valid Kansas Class C 

Driver's License. 

 

EDUCATION/TRAINING/EXPERIENCE: 

Completion of High School Diploma or GED. 

College level classes or degree in related field preferred. 

 

Required Knowledge: 

Basic knowledge of how to initiate and implement proper horticultural practices. 

Basic knowledge of irrigation, fertilization, weed control, planting, and pruning.   

 

Skills/Abilities: 

Ability to use a variety of hand tools. 

Ability to communicate orally to supervisors any pertinent information. 

 

Machines/Equipment Used: 

Weed trimmers Hedge trimmer Trucks  Tillers 

Mowers Edgers Seeders Saws Pruners 

Loppers  Leaf blower   Irrigation timers and controllers 

Fertilizer spreader  Chemical application equipment 

Personal computer and related software applications. 

Standard gardening equipment to include but not limited to shovel, rake, hoe, trowel, cultivator. 

4 wheel John Deere Gators. 

 

Physical/Mental Demands/Working Conditions: 

Medium work 

Risk of injury and excessive noise when running equipment 

Extreme monotony 

Stoops and bends frequently 

Must stand for long hours on end 

Frequently expresses ideas by means of spoken word 

Good eye/hand/foot coordination needed. Frequently operates vehicles and machinery 

Manual dexterity needed for frequent pruning operation 

 

Supervision: 

Works independently with daily supervision. 

Occasionally supervises court appointed workers and adult volunteers. 

 

 

 
 

 


